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REFRESHMENTS for the next meeting to be 
provided by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please email Betty Gordon at bbgordon@shaw.ca 
(250.479.0210) if you are coming with your 
wrapped goodies/snacks. Coffee and tea are sup-
plied.  Assistance in setting out the food, milk and 
sugar, napkins and helping Betty in the kitchen 
cleanup is really appreciated. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
by  Lois Blackmore 

After thoughtful consideration and input from our 
members, we are going to try to make voting easier 
in our upcoming photography contest.  We will 
show individual photographs in each category. Then, 
as opposed to reshowing them a second time and, 
as well for your review and voting purposes, we will 
put together a montage so that one will be able to 
see all the photographs at once. We believe that this 
format will make voting for your favorite photo-
graph a much easier process. 

Dave Mackas & 
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Editor’s Notes 

by Theresa McMillan 

Our monthly meeting on October 3 featured a 
presentation by Bill Dumont of the Cowichan 
Valley Rhododendron Society.  He led a tour of 
gardens in the United Kingdom in May 2015.  

The tour ended with a trip to the renowned 
Chelsea Garden Show in London. 

Bill had many colourful pictures of attractions 
such as the Kew Gardens which has samples of 
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thousands of the world's plants. This was followed by 
a visit to the RHS garden at Wisley. His tour group 
visited Stonehenge, whose access has changed a 
great deal since he first saw it.  Bill showed pictures 
of Tintagel, the reputed site of King Arthur’s Camelot.  
They also visited St Michael's Mount, a village built 
on a peninsula that becomes an island at each high 
tide. 

They visited gardens in Cornwall, such as Coleton 

Fishacre, Heligan and Caerhays.  Cornwall has a mild 
but windy climate.  There are many tall hedges, form-
ing "rooms", which enclose various types of gardens.  
The hedges help hold in the heat for the plants and 
protect them from the wind. 

Bill told us about the famous "Lost Gardens of Heli-
gan", created and maintained by the Tremayne fami-
ly until the beginning of World War One.  Many of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the gardeners did not return from the war, and the gardens became covered with brambles and ivy until 
their rediscovery in 1990.  Since then, the gardens are slowly being rebuilt. 

Bill also told us about the gardens at St Michael’s Mount.  These are built at the base of the old “castle”, and 
in order to see the patterns of the garden, visitors must climb a tower and look down on it. 

The group also visited Blenheim Palace, home of the Spencer Churchill families (Princess Diana came from 
the Spencer family), and a fine example of a mansion and its gardens. 

There were specialty gardens too, like the Oxford Botanic Garden, which features medicinal plants from Eu-
rope, China, and many more countries. 

But the last part of the tour featured the Chelsea Garden Show, with many plants in their prime, and the 
most beautiful artistic gardens.  Bill's pictures clearly showed why the Show is so famous.  (For those who 
are not familiar with it, the 2015 Show is on line, with many photographs.) 

 

 Notes from the Board 

By Lois Blackmore 
 

 The minutes and treasurer’s report were adopted as read. 

 There were three recent additions to our membership  

 The photo contest is the focus of the November meeting. A sug-

gested new format was discussed and will be used to make voting easier. 

 Speakers for 2017 are in place and will be announced each month in the newsletter. 

 The Christmas party was discussed and will follow the guidelines established in previous years. 

 The library is in place and many ideas were suggested to improve and implement VRS members’ 

access to the books at the meetings.  The process of borrowing and returning books will be forth-

coming. 

 The VRS is being gifted with a large selection of Barlup hybrids this fall.  The initial placing of plants 

will be at the Marquardt property.  Further information regarding this trust will follow. 

 The board approved the purchase of a wireless microphone that would be compatible with the 

HCP sound system, a wireless microphone that will assist speakers without the use of a hand held 

device. 

 

Welcome New Members 

Frank and Ann Buffam 

Jean Lawrence 
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The Victoria Rhododendron Society has been gifted 

with a most precious asset for our club. Jim Barlup has 

agreed to support our Chapter by donating cuttings and 

stock plants of his registered hybrids for our use, under 

a common agreement as outlined in the Memorandum 

of Agreement between Jim Barlup and the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society.  

MEMORANDUM OF TRUST AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

 
JIM BARLUP 

 AND  
THE VICTORIA RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
Jim Barlup is an internationally known rhododendron hybridizer and recipient of the American 
Rhododendron Society Gold Medal Award for his propensity to create unusual and superior hybrids 
and his willingness to share pollen, seeds, cuttings and information with the rhododendron world at 
large. He was granted an honorary membership in the Victoria Rhododendron Society for his 
continued support of the chapter’s goals. 
 
By joining forces in this Trust Agreement, Jim Barlup and the Victoria Rhododendron Society, and in 
keeping with the goals of the American Rhododendron Society, show their intent to promote and 
educate the public on the genus rhododendron with special emphasis on the characteristics of 
Barlup registered hybrids. The Victoria Rhododendron Society pledges to preserve Barlup regis-
tered hybrids for future generations. 

 
Jim Barlup agrees to: 

 
 Donate stock plants and cuttings of Barlup registered hybrids 
 Grant ownership of these plant materials to the Victoria Rhododendron Society    
 Provide advice and consultation as needed  

 
The Victoria Rhododendron Society agrees to: 

 
 Root cuttings as needed for plant sales and preservation of Barlup hybrids 
 Provide secure areas for growing and housing plant material and maintain optimum growing 

conditions 
 Evaluate plants on an on-going basis to identify plants to be propagated, eliminated or desig-

nated as Preserve Status due to scarcity 
 Maintain regular communication with Barlup about condition and status of plant material 
 Provide mature plants for public installations  
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Lapageria, Chilean Bellflower 
Part 3: The Biography of a Plant 

by Joe Harvey 
 

My current 
interest in 
copihue (ko-
pi-WHEY), 
the Chilean 
bellflower, 
dates from a 
phone call 
from Carol 
Dancer in, 
we think, the 
year 2000, 
not long 
after she 
moved into 
the new 

property.  She had a query, “Joe, there is a 
climbing plant at the front with big white, hanging 
flowers about 4” long.  What do you think it is?” 

My mind immediately flashed back to 1959 at 
Durham University, UK, where Mr. Rose the 
gardener (not making this up) had trained a 
Lapageria around the inside entrance to the 
greenhouse.  The hanging, pink, bell-shaped 
flowers had everyone paying a visit to see them.  
So I said something like, “It sounds like Lapageria 
but it could not be because they are pink, not 
white, and in any case they are tender and could 
not possibly survive outdoors in Victoria.” 

Next, Carol phoned Alleyne Cook in West 
Vancouver.  He is from New Zealand where 
Lapagerias grow well.  “Yes, Lapageria, that is 
what you have, and it is the rare white-flowered 
form.”  Score one for Cookie.  There followed 
some local publicity with a photograph on TV. 

Then, out of the blue, Carol got a phone call from 
Stanford University, “How is the Lapageria 
doing?”  To put it mildly this was a surprise.  They 
knew all about this plant; it had been purchased 
at one of the annual botanic garden plant sales by 
Eve and taken to Canada. 

Carol was told that she had the most northerly 

outdoor Lapageria in North America and the only 
outdoor one in Canada.  This was a famous plant! 

I should explain that Carol and Bill had scoured 
Victoria for a house with a large plot.  Carol 
wanted to garden.  They had purchased this 
property from an elderly couple who had not 
done much garden maintenance for some time. 

So who was Eve?  It turns out that Eve had had a 
long and fraught life.  Born into a Jewish family in 
Poland, the start of World War 2, triggered by the 
invasion of Poland by Germany, saw Polish Jews 
pushed into ghettos or taken to forced labour 
camps for eventual extermination. 

Eve decided to flee to neutral Sweden and seek 
asylum.  There was only one snag with this plan: 
Sweden returned refugees who did not have a 
family or relative in Sweden.  The solution was 
simple: marry a Swede!  Many of these marriages 
did not last but the Nyquists stayed together for 
the rest of their lives. 

When the war ended the couple moved to Brazil 
where Mr. Nyquist, a designer, set up a furniture 
factory.  After some years, the government 
nationalised the factory, so they moved to 
California, presumably near Stanford University.  
Eve worked as a translator, being fluent in several 

White copihue 
Courtesy of Google Images 

Carol Dancer’s Lapageria  
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languages, and he worked as a graphic designer 
for Sunset Magazine. 

When they retired, they moved to Victoria and 
quietly gardened until age dictated that they sell.  
At some time, Eve brought a Lapageria from 
Stanford to plant at the front of their house.  She 
chose the unusual white-flowered cultivar 
‘Ligtromu’.  

How old is Eve’s plant?  Hard to say.  It is now, 
2016, up to the eves of the bungalow and is 
seldom without flowers but was much shorter 
when the Dancers bought the house around 2000.  
Assuming that after being planted the plant took 
off and grew rapidly it could have been planted as 

late as 1995.  However, Lapagerias do not often do 
that; they can sulk for years without flowering or 
even growing much.  It is more likely that the plant 
was brought from California when they moved or 
during the next few years, that date not yet        
determined. 

*** The above narrative is patched together from 
hints and fragments.  The detective work was 
fascinating.  As part of the gardening history of 
Victoria, we should record such stories.  There are 
almost certainly errors in the above: for instance 
was she Eve or Eva?  There must be people around 
who knew her; please come forward and fill out 
the details. 

 

 “THE VRS LIBRARY HAS MOVED” 
by Ian Duncan 

A long with our Rhododendron Association 
moving to the Horticulture Centre of the 

Pacific (HCP), our library has made the move as 
well. 

We no longer have our library in the rolling cart, 
as there is no place to store it in the Couvelier Pa-
vilion at HCP.  The cart has been donated to the 
Garth Homer Society, our previous meeting ven-
ue, with appreciation and many thanks to us on 
their administrators behalf. 

Our new home for the library is at HCP in ‘The 
Cottage’.  This delightful elderly house was moved 
by Saanich to HCP when it first started.  For many 
years the caretaker lived in it.  But it is now the 
home of the HCP library of well over a thousand 

books on gardening, their accountant’s office, and our library.  Among 
the interesting aspects of the structure is its bathroom with an old claw-foot tub, and the original kitchen. 

To find the cottage you go past the pond/fountain in the rotunda, left around the administration building, 
past the restaurant , “Charlotte and the Quayle”, then left along a stone walkway to the Cottage.  If the front 
door is locked, carry on around the building to the back porch and use the patio door. 

Our books are now in two bookcases with our name on them and kept locked except for meeting nights.   

During winter, when it is dark out early, the library will be open from 6:30 until 7:20, leaving enough time for 
you to get to the Couvelier Pavilion for a 7:30 start. 

If you have books to return, and cannot get to the library during its open period, bring them to the pavilion 

and drop them at the membership table. ====>>> Please explore and find your new library. <<<===== 

Cottage front entrance 
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Library Cabinets 

Cottage Walkway 
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Photography Evening 

November 7, 2016 
 

 
1. Digital Entries 

Email your digital photos to Calvin at: 
cparsons937@gmail.com 
Calvin will prepare a PowerPoint presentation with 
all entries. 

 
2. Email instructions 

On the subject line, please enter the category the 
photo is intended for and the name of the rhododen-
dron or plant or scene. 

 
3. Categories 

1. Single Rhododendron Truss 
2. Whole Rhododendron Plant 
3. Foliage Rhododendron 
4. Companion Plant 
5. Garden Scene 
6. Creative/Artistic photos altered by technology 

 

NOTE: Please enter only two photos per category. 

Deadline for digital photos is November 1, 2016 
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 GET SHARP 
By Ian Duncan 

 

As part of this November’s general meeting on 
November 7th we have arranged for  

Lee Valley Tools sharpening instructor, Shannon, to teach 
us all how to sharpen our gardening tools. 

Shannon will demonstrate the correct methods of sharpening secateurs, shears, 
clippers, trowels, spades and shovels.  She will introduce us to the various sharpening 
equipment available, from both Lee Valley and other suppliers. 

 

 

GET DOWN AND GET DIRTY 
 

This is a hands-on evening.   Each club member is invited to bring one tool that needs 
sharpening.  Lee Valley will provide the sharpening tools and the tools to disassemble 
secateurs/shears/clippers.  You get to sharpen your own tool.  Wear appropriate 
clothing or bring a bib style apron for protection. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I will be bringing drop cloths to cover the floor and the tables and will ask a few others 
to bring some as well. 

Suggestion for the evening timetable is:  introductions, photo contest, introduce raffle 
plants, tea/coffee/goodies/buy more raffle tickets, reconvene for Shannon and sharp-
ening, finishing with raffle and home. 

By having the break in the middle, people get to drink and eat before getting grubby 
hands doing their sharpening. 
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